Capitalizing on the familiarity and influence of Thomas Paine’s “Common Sense” pamphlets that provided American colonists
with exposure to the conversation of great thinkers in the pre-Revolutionary period, this paper assumes the name COMMON
SENSE II. Similarly, today’s series of pamphlets strives to give a direct response to great political events and ideas of our time.
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encourages a perverted form of citizenship that is
more about personal indulgences and ideological
purity than anything a democratic nation can accept.
If the corollary to stopping abortion were about
social
justice, better
education—
education in
general and
sex education in particular—and
supportive
programs,
this
idea
might find stronger support. If the society were
willing to help women and families with the resources necessary to raise a
healthy and well-educated
child, that might change
things. But there is little hint
of anything like that occurring;
instead this is about adhering
to some ideology with punitive
and draconian measures to
punish all who disagree. This
is hardly a Christian solution
and will be imposed from the
top down on a citizenry in need
of real solutions.
When such a strange ideology can find a way to be
coupled with the political and economic goals of
neoliberal economics and then propagated by a
soulless media as a rational solution, anything is
possible.
Here is the final test: will this also apply to
wealthy white women who can afford to leave the
country to find abortions? I think not. And we all
know why.

The Real Roe v. Wade Debate
By Bob Passi

Roe v. Wade is about so much more than this politicized Supreme Court’s deciding if women in this
nation have a Constitutional right to abortions or
whether that is a right to
be politically determined
on a state-by-state basis.
It is about the direction of
a nation away from the
basic democratic tenants
of its very foundation such
as taking care of citizens
and providing the support necessary for a healthy
society—the health of
the society as a society
as well as the health of
its citizens. If Roe v.
Wade is overturned, it
will be about top
down, imposed solutions in order to follow
some strange ideological purity.
As the U.S. moves further in the direction of an
oligarchy controlled by an economic aristocratic
elite, who own nearly the entire political landscape, while income inequality is at an obscene all
-time high, we can watch daily as the voices of
ordinary people are ignored while the corporate
press rides rough-shod over any opposition that
does not meet corporate profit needs.
In order to gin up popular support to this political
power play, the economic elite have created an
illusion of a nation of fundamentalist religions and
patriotic purity based more on white supremacy
than anything else. It is about rejecting any human
rights progress and reverting back to keeping
women in their places, not to mention anyone of
another race or religion. It discounts huge numbers of our citizens and destroys inclusiveness. It
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the South fully recognized its total defeat, the next
step was not to seek retribution but to rebuild. The
rebuilding process has more than psychological
benefits; it has economic benefits for both sides.
Wilson knew this and tried to convince our European allies and our Republican
Senate to help all of Europe rebuild after WWI. Instead, his
Fourteen Points were ignored
and, led by France, Germany was
subjected to harsh and near impossible peace conditions. By
insisting that Germany repay the
Allies for their war losses, Germany had to send all of its economic production to the Allies,
leaving it with little with which to rebuild. Ironically, the Allies’ receipt of those retribution payments stymied their economies because they had
no need to encourage domestic economic growth,
which led to the Great Depression and Germany’s
rise and hence to WWII.
The lesson was learned, so after WWII’s ending
by unconditional surrender, Truman’s endorsement of the Marshall Plan not only helped all of
war-torn Europe recover, physically and economically, but it also
ushered in a period of unprecedented economic growth, growth
of democracies, and prosperity.
The concept is simple: by helping
your defeated adversaries get back
on their feet, you not only offer the hand of friendship, but you also create a trading partner, thus improving your own economic well-being.
So, back to how to treat the defeated extremist
Right when they are defeated: First they must
conclusively recognize their defeat. Then they can
be treated with dignity and consideration. Without
that recognition of total defeat, they will try to resurrect their “cause” and interpret any consideration
afforded them as a sign of weakness and encouragement. Only an undeniable electoral victory
will bring them to that recognition. We are seeing
what a modest electoral victory is producing: continued denial of defeat and continued efforts to
fight their “war.” It is imperative that the Democrats decisively win big in upcoming elections.
As we continue to fight this cold civil war, like
Lincoln, we need to look ahead to fighting for a
just and sustainable peace.

Unconditional Surrender
By Valerie Conner

Recently in these pages I wrote about how we as a
nation need to come together after the prolonged
acrimony of the past two decades. I suggested that
we liberals, as victors, of which I am totally confident we will be, treat the entrenched MAGA
crowd such that we allow them to maintain some
dignity. We shouldn’t rub it in that they went
down the wrong path to address their grievances.
After every war the victors face the same consideration. History shows us the results of getting it
right and getting it wrong.
In Lincoln and the Fight for Peace, John Avlon
examines what Reconstruction
could have been, should have
been, and wasn’t, as well as the
lessons not applied after WWI
and successfully applied after
WWII. To even the casual historian, Avlon does not present
much new in his recounting of
Lincoln and Grant and the Civil
War as well as their desire for a
productive Reconstruction. What was new to me
was the idea that how the war ends plays a huge
role in how the peace is prosecuted. Waging peace
is as difficult and as important as waging war.
Before reading this book, I never really understood
why FDR, for example, insisted on Japan’s and
Germany’s unconditional surrender. I saw that as
prolonging the killing and needlessly depleting
resources and enmity.
Throughout much of history, wars were fought for
land, not necessarily ideology. Wars were concluded by surrender or exhaustion, and both sides
lived to fight another day—which they often did.
Unconditional surrender changes the recidivism of
that conflict.
By insisting on an enemy’s unconditional surrender, the victor can be confident that the losing side fully recognizes its defeat and is at the mercy of
the winning side. That’s where the
fight for a lasting peace comes in. Lincoln knew, and Grant agreed, that once
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The Journey Back to Sustainable Sanity

food and water shortages, extreme weather events,
and population shifts due to climate displacement. Plus, there is the likelihood
of future pandemics threatening the
health of the human race.
While our leaders seem to be so caught
up in a competition over who will dominate the planet, the rest of us are left to try to find
ways to survive their often misguided decisions.
Meanwhile, the only voices at the table are the
contending oligarchs and their minions from both
sides.
At times we feel that we may have a true vision of
where this is all leading. and, like the old maps, we
see this uncharted area beyond the map of humanity that is labelled, “Here Be Dragons.” These are
the dragons of nuclear war and its destructiveness,
unforeseen pandemics, and the coming climate
realities.
The leadership have walled themselves off from
any significant input from ordinary citizens while
insisting that we must confront those dragons, and
only they have the wizardry and weapons to prevail against them. We must simply trust those
leaders in spite of any realities we might see before
our eyes. And those leaders use the techniques of
propaganda, manipulation, intimidation, and
illusion to control and exploit us.
What they keep from us is that their whole system
depends on our continued support and willingness
to allow them to continue on this misguided path.
If we begin to withdraw our support, their entire
edifice will crumble.
Of course, this cannot be accomplished with wishful thinking or with a snap of the fingers or noble
words and sentiments, nor will it likely come from
within their ranks.
This process is a step at a time, a day at a time,
one human being at a time; however, there are
many of us ready to sign up for such a journey.
Every one of us has the necessary supplies to
begin that journey, a step at a time and a day at
a time.
This is about setting an example for others to see.
It is about rediscovering the joy in our lives. It is
about offering a viable and better alternative.
To begin with, it can be a coalition of the willing.
No one needs to be bludgeoned into submission or
argued into agreement. The process will rely upon
others seeing the positivity of our journeys and
being willing to inquire how to join and begin their
own journey. Growth will be accomplished by a
subtle kind of seduction.

By Bob Passi

In the midst of all of the madness of this nation
and of the entire planet, with wars and power
politics and competing oligarchs vying for international power, it is time for the ordinary people to take matters into their own hands, to
simply way, “ENOUGH” and begin the journey
back to sanity. It will be a jour ney of hundr eds
of daily actions, by thousands of people, leading to
the desired destination of sustainable sanity.
Those in power assume that we will blindly follow
them wherever they choose to take us. But if we
begin to change our focus and begin to reclaim
small parts of our lives, they will begin to see that
we have minds and lives of our own and that the
support of their goals and directions will begin to
melt away.
Journey derives from the word jour, meaning day.
So a journey becomes the distance that can be covered in a
day. It reminds us that any
change occurs one step at a
time and one day at a time.
That does not require that we
clearly understand the ultimate
end of the journey, although the
potential goal may look daunting.
Another word about the goal of a journey: it can
be thought of as the ultimate destination, even
when we do not understand the path to take or totally understand the destination. The beauty of the
path our journey takes is that it will lead us not
only to our destination, but in the process, we
will also discover our own destiny. In this case,
at this moment in time, the purpose of the journey
is to recover our sanity. That sanity is about recovering our humanness, our basic orientation supporting life, each other, and the planet.. It is about
finding those things that feed our souls and recreate human communities and help us rejoin the
planetary web of life that sustains us.
If sanity does not return, we will find ourselves
on the brink of Cold War II with Russia, if not
entering into a new World War with the potential use of nuclear weapons, perhaps starting
with tactical weapons but easily escalating to a
full nuclear war.
If this is not madness, I don’t understand the term!
This is not to mention that the reality of the destructiveness of Global Climate Change is thundering down upon us with all of its devastating
side effects like species extinction, sea level rise,
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Lingering Problems

(Continued from page 3)

Valerie Conner

We’ve been through a lot these past seven years.
From the enduring and dangerous legacy of
Trumpism to the enduring threat to our planet by
climate change to the enduring presence of
COVID to emerging inflation to the everyday—
literally—news of domestic terrorism in the guise
of a mass shooting to the
probable overturn of Roe
v. Wade, most of us are
understandably
overwhelmed. Any one of
these problems, let alone
all of them together, take
a toll on our collective and individual sense of well
-being. We need to step back, reassess, and come
up with some coping mechanisms that work for us.
Bob writes about individuals doing little positive
things that over time positively affect others and
the overall culture. Vicki writes about how to
teach youngsters to understand and take steps we
can all do to reduce the impact of climate change.
Again, it’s something we all as individuals can do.
James writes about opting out of the addiction to
popular cable news to rebalance his psyche and
assessment of our situation.
All of these suggestions can be effective. Not only
are they something each of us can do
on our own, but we also will realize
that we have made a difference to
others as well as to ourselves. That is
the beginning of a positive outlook.
As more and more of us get this positive outlook, we will gain the strength
to resist the gloom-and-doom naysayers who bring us down.
It all sounds easy, doesn’t it? Unfortunately, it’s
not, especially if you’ve been
steeped in negativism for a
long time. I’m not talking
about Pollyannaism; I’m talking about legitimate positive
changes to the society, the
world, and to our own outlooks. That said, a brighter
outlook can give us the energy
to pursue the tasks necessary
to effect positive change.
In the meantime, ignore the crazies, recycle, mask,
watch your pennies, duck, and be politically active.

***************************
An example of such a process might be seen in an
exercise in changing the culture of a large office.
One way might be to pick out those who are most
resistant to any change and try to logically show
them the value of change; perhaps the curmudgeons in the corner with the best window views who
have been there forever.
An alternative would be to start at another place
in the office with those who are most positive and
who seem to find a kind of joy in their work. The
positivity and joy are somewhat contagious, and
every Friday, late in the afternoon, one of them
brings cake for anyone who might want some.
Friday afternoons soon are filled with anticipation
and finally a kind of communal spirit that seem to come
with the cake. Eventually,
others offer to bring some
cake, too.
These celebrations grow
weekly, and eventually even
one of the curmudgeons stops by for some cake to
bring back to his desk in the corner, and soon they
all are participating. The office culture has been
totally changed.
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****************************
So how does the journey begin, and what are
the first steps? There is no prescribed path;
you can use whatever path is available, perhaps
the one you travel on every day without thinking about it. The steps are ordinary and common only now done with clearer intent and purpose. One step might be being attentive when
you say goodbye to your family in the morning.
Another idea might be focusing on the pleasure of
gardening. Another might be asking the checkout
person at the grocery store how their day has been,
or complimenting someone on their smile or their
sweater. It might be to remember to thank someone for a like, or sharing in any one of a thousand
ways. There are endless possibilities. Each one is
a step on the journey of a lifetime, and everyone is
invited.
All of these steps and many more take not only
you but also the entire planet on a journey back
toward a saner world, while also restoring humanity, as well as feeding your soul and the
souls of those around you.
(#journeybacktosustainablesanity)
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Simple Steps to Save the Earth

them over and over. Share them with family and
friends and encourage them also to find little
things that make a difference.
Some ideas include:

By Vicki Andrews

When my grandson was young, I found a wonderful book entitled Dear Children
of the Earth, written and illustrated by Schim Schimmel. It
was released in 1993 in Japan
and later published by North
Wood Pres (Minocqua WI). The
pictures are breathtakingly beautiful, and the story can be enjoyed by anyone from a young
child to an elderly adult. (I just
reread it and loved it all over again!)
The book is a letter from Mother Earth to a young
child; first she explains what the Earth is, how important it is to people and all living beings. She
says how worried she is because many people
don’t take care of the Earth and are destroying this
beautiful planet. She also says the animals are all
very worried about the damage to the Earth and
says, “All of the animals that live on me are your
sisters and brothers. We are all one big family.”
The suggestion for this issue of Common Sense II
was to consider a problem we’re facing and come
up with ideas that people can use to help solve the
problem. In my opinion, Climate Change is the
biggest problem we are facing, and the time for
action is now. The news is full of massive forest
fires, flooding in some areas, and droughts in others, not to mention the extinction of many birds,
insects, and animals. It’s become impossible to
ignore! But what can we do?
In the story, the child askes the Earth, “Mother
Earth, how can I help you…when you are so big,
and I am so small?” Mother Earth replies,
“Remember, there is only one of me, but there are
billions of people. So when each person does a
little something to help me, it makes a very big difference. A very good difference.” Perhaps that’s
the answer for you and me and all of the people on
Earth who are concerned about caring for the planet. Find little things that make difference and do

Use less fossil fuel and more green energy:
Cut down on driving,
Walk and bike when possible,
Pay attention to “miles per gallon” when
buying a car,
Consider buying an electric vehicle.
Consider using solar or wind energy for business
and housing power needs:
Support community solar gardens and/or
wind farms.
Combine errands to cut down on auto trips:
Use public transportation or carpool when
possible.
Cut down on food waste:
Buy what you need and use it up,
Have a compost bin if possible and use
food waste to produce good soil.
Eliminate single use plastic!
Keep your reusable bags in the car and use
them for shopping,
The advantage of plastic—and also its
curse—is that it doesn’t disappear. It
can last forever,
If you buy something made of plastic,
don’t use it and toss it,
Reuse it over and over.
Be creative!

For many more ideas, check on-line for Ideas to
Save the Earth or How to Help the Planet, etc.
I will donate my book, Dear Children of the Earth,
to the Itasca DFL library. Please read and enjoy it.
Bring it home and read it to your child, but be sure
to bring it back for others to enjoy! Buy a copy for
the children in your life, and continue to have discussions with family and friends about what can be
done to help the Earth.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS: GET INVOLVED AND GET IT DONE!
Event

Date /Time

DFL Headquarters Open (326-6296)
Itasca Progressive Caucus (259-4490)
DFL Central Committee Meets
DFL Social Club & Lunch
DFL Pot Luck (Open to the Public)
Deadline for Common Sense II

Tues. & Thurs. 2:00-5:00
4th Tuesday 6:30
4th Monday 6:30
1st Wednesday Noon
3rd Wednesday 5:30
June 15, 2022
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Location
DFL Headquarters
DFL Headquarters
Hybrid
DFL Headquarters
DFL Headquarters
conray@arvig.net

Tuned Out

nalism is gone, having been replaced with emotionally charged, tabloid style headlines splashed
across the screen. Everything, and nothing, is
breaking news, simultaneously.
Meanwhile, a growing portion of the American
people has simply “tuned out” politically in response, or worse, votes based solely on their gut
reactions or party identification. Voter turnout in
the United States is far below our peers and continues to lag overall. Even after the four disastrous
years of the Trump Presidency, over a third of eligible voters couldn’t be bothered to cast a ballot.
While the turnout in 2020 was higher than in the
past several cycles, it was only because of how
painfully obvious it was that Trump did not deserve a second term. Still, he garnered 47% of the
votes cast. One wonders how different would the
results have been if we still had only three news
networks with 20 minute nightly news broadcast
and a daily newspaper.
The key here is to promote a greater emphasis on
the facts-only approach to reporting and consuming news. In a world filled
with talking heads and flapping gums, the facts still
show the reality of the challenges we face as a society.
Facts don’t change based on
emotion, hyperbole, or partisan affiliation. That said,
much of the progressive ideology is based upon facts, be they economic, social, or scientific in nature. Progressivism has developed to address situations when those facts
have painted a bleak picture.
In focusing on the facts, I’ve been able to more
clearly reason through the traumatic major events
of the past couple years and work toward improving my own life and those around me. My hope is
that those in our society who continue to focus on
the facts are those who are granted the opportunity
to govern, so that they can also work toward improving the state of our nation again. I have my
doubts, but then again, I’ve tuned out.

By James Raymond

I cut the cable about two years ago, when I moved
residences and found that I could not justify the
cost when many other free and cheaper streaming
options were available. For many years, I was a
self-proclaimed news junkie who would thrive on
doses of MSNBC, CNN, and even Fox News during my morning coffee
and evening meal. However, in the two years
since I gave up cable
news, I’ve not suddenly
become
some
illinformed lackey who
couldn’t name our current government officials (as
is often lampooned in social media and on latenight television). Rather, my conscious awareness
of the current state of politics is still just as sharp,
if not more so. I’ve become more critical of my
news sources, and I regularly cross-reference reports with multiple outlets to verify their validity.
My blood pressure is probably a bit lower, too.
Now, I don’t mean to belittle cable news and the
mainstream media, although there is plenty of fodder that could make such a venture possible. Instead, this piece is meant to highlight the redundant and self-destructive nature of the 24-hour
news cycle in a hyper-partisan world. Further, the
reporting of basic facts seems to have become oldfashioned, while a focus on opinions regarding
supercharged social issues has taken center stage.
Why is this the case?
For decades, the newsmen of the golden era of
journalism appeared on family television sets
across America each evening, giving an unbiased, facts-only report of
the day’s biggest events—all in a 30
-60 minute timespan. While the occasional
editorial—labeled
as
such—was added for posterity, the
vast majority of Americans respected the integrity of these news reports and took
them at face value.
Today, the acceptance of reporting basic facts is
openly questioned, and an alarming portion of our
population cannot discern fact from opinion. Cable news channels, along with their online counterparts, project ideological and partisan views of the
news that reflect the makeup of their respective
audiences. To help fuel the fire, over the past 20
years or so, the number of shows, blogs, and websites that feature opinion-riddled “reports” has
grown exponentially, in correlation with the increasing partisan divide. The golden era of jourhttps://live.staticflickr.com/4093/4852625300_2cf285da79_b.jpg
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