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Capitalizing  on the familiarity and influence of Thomas Paineôs ñCommon Senseò pamphlets that provided American colonists 
with exposure to the conversation of great thinkers in the pre-Revolutionary period, this paper assumes the name COMMON 
SENSE II.  Similarly, todayôs series of pamphlets strives to give a direct response to great political events and ideas of our time.  
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 Taxes = User Fees 
By Bob Passi 

If any organization is to continue to thrive, it must find a way 
to do the necessary maintenance as well as to evolve and 
change with the times.  In other words, whatever resources it 
generates, it must keep some of them for its own mainte-
nance and growth.  Without that it will begin to decline and 
eventually die, taking all of its value with it. 

It is true of a car.  If you do not do the maintenance, its life 
and its usefulness are lim-
ited.  The same thing is true 
of any society.  If we want 
to sustain that society, we 
must be willing to pay for 
the necessary maintenance 
and prepare for emergencies 
and growth and evolution of 
that society.  If we want it to 
thrive, we must act in good 
conscience to support it and not try to develop schemes to 
exploit what it offers us without paying our share for those 
services. 

It is not about finding a way to transfer our obligation to 
someone else, or finding a loophole to avoid our responsibil-
ity.  That is only true if we do not care about the sustainabil-
ity of the society and are in it simply to take the money and 
run. 

Think about it like a user fee, the more you benefit from the 
society economically, the more you should pay for its use. 

It is a bit like renting the penthouse on the top of a huge 
building and believing that you should pay the same rent as 
someone who lives on the lowest floor with a view of the 
alley and the trash cans. 

And then there are the corporations, those artificial con-
structs to make money and protect the stockholders from 
liability.  They, apparently with the same rights as you and I 
have but without the same responsibilities, should pay little 
to no taxes on the wealth they produce for their protected 
stockholders.  All of this rests on the shoulders of that same 
society that provides services and infrastructure for their use. 

We should all see taxes as not only an obligation but also as 
a privilege to live in such a productive society. 

I will have to admit that two factors now have soured that 
idea for me.  One is that I am now paying taxes at the same 
rate as the richest in this nation, unless they have found a 
way to pay even less.  Meanwhile our taxes go less and less 
to those things that keep this nation strong and healthy.  We 
continue to cut spending for our citizens and continue to pri-

vatize our national functions to become profit streams for 
corporations with less and less public control.  We also 
spend more and more on the military and war as well as con-
tinuing to build and sustain a huge security state. 

In other words, with the new tax rules slowly inserted by the 
economic elite, my taxes are now used to subsidize that elite 
and to further their ends while we become more of an author-
itarian state, militarized and continuously monitored for any 
signs of dissent (lest you forget that Very Big Brother is al-
ways watchingéand judging). 

All of this is within the contextual memory of a nation that 
once taxed the richest among us at 90% on the very top lev-
els of their income and did the same for corporations in the 
1950s.  The rich, even then, continued to do very well, thank 
you, as did American corporations. 

So taxes in this corrupted nation have become a mechanism 
to subjugate the populace, while having them foot the bill for 
building an oppressive nation as well as the wealth of those 
in power.  Meanwhile those in power invest less and less in 
the nation while reaping more and more of the tax dollars for 
themselves. 

Think about it this way, if those who profit the most from an 
organization stop investing in that organization, leaving it to 
others to keep it going, and they find more and more ways to 
skim off the profits for their own benefits, the proposition 
begins to look more and more like vulture capitalism:  drain-
ing the profits and resources from an organization and then 
moving on, leaving destruction and an empty shell in its 
wake. 

It is time to wake up to what is happening to us before they 
leave, having turned all of our resources into their profits and 
leaving only wreckage behind. 
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Iôm Scared.  Are You? 
By Vicki Andrews 

Many people are raising concerns about the current Presi-
dent.  Iôve heard quite a few people question his sanity 
(ñThat guy must be crazy!ò) and decided to do some research 
on the topic recently.  There is a condition called Narcissistic 
Personality Disorder, which is defined as a mental disorder 
in which people ñhave an inflated sense of their own im-
portance, a deep need for admiration, and a lack of empathy 
for others.ò  (www.mayocllinic.org/diseases)   

Iôve learned that this affects 1% of the U. S. population, with 
a greater prevalence in men 
than in women, that it in-
cludes a sense of entitlement 
and that behind this mask of 
ultra-confidence can lie a 
fragile self-esteem thatôs 
vulnerable to the slightest 
criticism.  The cause is un-
known but likely involves a 
combination of genetic and environmental factors.  Itôs rare, 
with fewer than 2,000 cases diagnosed in the U. S. per year. 

Iôm certainly am not qualified to diagnose anyone with any 
type of mental disability, and diagnosis cannot be done at a 
distance even by an extremely qualified professional.  There 
probably is not extreme danger to the world if a person with 
little power and influence suffers from this disorder, but the 
more power the affected person has, the more dangerous it 

can be.  We now have a 
man in what many consid-
er the most powerful posi-
tion in our country, per-
haps in the world, who 
seems to exhibit some 
symptoms of Narcissistic 
Personality Disorder!  As 
with many mental health 
conditions, itôs important 
for a person to have some 

understanding of the situation and have some reason to want 
to change before treatment can be successful.  A big part of 
treatment for NPD would be psychotherapy or ñtalk thera-
py,ò and it would take quite a long time, perhaps years.  It 
may never be ñsuccessful,ò especially if the patient does not 
view it as a problem and doesnôt see a need to change. 

Other but similar concerns have been expressed by Ruth Ben
-Ghiat, a professor of History and Italian Studies at New 
Your University, who is currently writing a book, Strong-
men:  From Mussolini to Trump.  She was interviewed by 
Amy Goodman on Democracy Now on May 11, 2017 and 

has a recent opinion 
piece on CNN.com 
about Trumpôs per-
sonality issues.  As a 
person who has been 
studying dictators 
over the y ears, she 
sees Trump as a very 
real threat to democ-
racy and considers 
him both authoritari-
an (favoring com-
plete obedience and 

subjection to authority as opposed to personal freedom) and 
a demagogue (a leader who makes use of popular prejudice 

and false claims and promises in order to gain power).  In a 
recent CNN.com opinion piece she states that heôs 
ñpreparing to accelerate his consolidation of personal powerò 
and has mentioned Congressional voting in discussing ñbad 
conceptsò under the current ñarchaic system.ò 

However we define it, we can see that we are facing serious 
problems in our country since the 
election of Donald J. Trump.  Itôs 
critical that we learn as much as 
we can about the man, his plans, 
his personality, and his world 
view.  We need to take the situa-
tion very seriously and donôt ig-
nore or try to rationalize his be-
havior.  Something is seriously 
wrong.  If ignored, it will only get 
worse.  According to Ben-Ghiat, 
ñPeople often donôt take these 
people too seriously until itôs too late.ò    

 

 

How Important Is Truth? 
By Barb Anderson 

So often we live with our own truth, whether it is true or not.  
How important is it that we know the real truth?  In the 
book, On Tyranny:  20 Lessons from the 20th Century by 
Timothy Snyder, in the tenth lesson he tells it like it is:  

To abandon facts is to abandon freedom.  If 
nothing is true, then no one can criticize pow-
er, because there is no basis upon which to do 
so.  If nothing is true, then all is spectacle.  
The biggest wallet pays for the most blinding 
lights. 

 How often have you or someone else said during a discus-
sion, ñThat canôt be true!ò or ñI donôt believe that!ò?  Have 
you then researched 
it, and not just in 
one place but in 
many different areas 
and found that 
things are said in a 
way you could inter-
pret them how you wanted to believe?  Be smart.  Look, 
read, compare, and search for the truthðnot someoneôs be-
liefs. 

The news we get from reporters needs to be vetted just as the 
rest of us.  Because they are reporting for a certain news 
agency or a person, the way things are stated are often mis-
leading.  We need to know the past, present, and what could 
possibly happen in the future if we are to protect our family, 
community, state, and country. 

A copy of this small, quickly readable book is available at 
the Itasca DFL office and resource center for checking out.  
You will not be sorry you spent the time to read it. 

 

http://www.mayocllinic.org/diseases
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Fire Away 
By Bob Passi 

President Trump believes that he can fire away his problems, 
just as Nixon tried to do in the midst of Watergate.  It is not 

any more likely to work this time 
than it did for Nixon.  Firing FBI 
Director Comey may lead to the 
undoing of the Trump administra-
tion, or at least to the weakening of 
it, but we must all remember that 
getting rid of Trump or curtailing 
his power is merely a step toward 

the ultimate goal of replacing rule by an economic elite with 
a much more balanced and inclusive, sustainable democracy.  
That would mean going back to a model which had been 
successful earlier in our history, i.e. The New Deal. 

We have spent the last four decades or so having our demo-
cratic traditions subverted by 
changes in laws and proce-
dures that favor that econom-
ic elite under the guise of 
neoliberal economicsð
unfettered free market capi-
talism.  Nearly all of our in-
stitutions of governanceðthe 
courts and the oversight and 
regulatory agencies as well as 
the mediaðhave been sys-
tematically co-opted and cap-
tured by that economic elite.  
The result is that our government is truly dysfunctional when 
viewed from a democratic perspective of serving the ordi-
nary citizens, but it is incredibly efficient and functional in 
serving the needs of that economic elite. 

The political system is so compro-
mised and tainted with that influence 
that working within such a system 
(rigged against us) takes incredible 
time and resources and rarely yields 
many significant results. 

Although we must continue to resist 
and work within that system to pre-
vent a total collapse, we must also be 
working to reestablish a better and 
more balanced, inclusive, sustainable 
democratic alternative. 

The existing system is so corrupted as to be unworkable from 
a democratic perspective and, like a corrupted computer, it 
must be rebooted to start from a clean and workable base 
program of democracy again. 

We must remember to put the Trump election in perspective.  
It was a rejection of the Clinton/Obama trajectory of dys-
functional government, growing income inequality, and close 
connections to that economic elite, in other words, the fail-
ures of neoliberal economics.  When the Democratic Nation-
al Committee, in service to that economic elite, stopped the 
Bernie Sanders campaign, that left only Donald Trump as an 
apparent alternative, especially since he was promising 
change.  Enough people were convinced that any change was 
better than to continue to stagnate within the existing system. 

Trump could recognize an opportunity when he saw one and 
made whatever promises were necessary to win.  But we 
must remember that he is the poster boy for rule by an eco-
nomic elite.  In fact, he was the last stage of that develop-
ment, a nation run by a CEO, an autocrat able to do as he 
pleased with the levers of power. 

But, with the derailing of the Bernie Sanders campaign with 
its promise of fundamental change, the DNC turned its back 
on its historic base.  This allowed the almost defunct Repub-
lican Party to be rejuvenated and ended up turning nearly the 
entire country over to the most conservative wing of that 
party. 

So what 
do we 
have?  
Even if 
Trump is 
removed, 
which 
would be 
good, we would be left with a conservative Vice President, a 
conservative Congress, a conservative Supreme Court, and 
most of the states run by conservative Republicans. 

It is like in sports playoffs; you win one really big game but 
donôt 
have 
much 
time for 
celebra-
tion 
since the 
playoffs 
contin-
ue, and 
you 
have 
many 
more 
games to 
win be-
fore you get to the final game and victory.  The economic 
elite would like us to be so satisfied with a victory over 
Trump that we celebrate that and quit, leaving their entire 
establishment in place with them still in control.  But we 
must not fall for that.  We must continue to play on.  Prepar-
ing for the next step, the next game. 

The final win will be to reestablish a balance and inclusive, 
sustainable democracy which serves all of our citizens once 
again. 

So, just as ñFire awayò is often an attempt at a quick fix for 
Trump, by firing Director Comey he did it cavalierly to in-
timidate and didnôt think of the potential consequences.  He 
will be surprised.  
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worried about the same groups or countries, still prejudiced 
against the same groups, and still arming against them, and 
not understanding most of it.  Spend that money understand-
ing, learning, and educating ourselves, and we wonôt need to 
spend so much on means of destruction. 

It has been said that reducing the military budget is the best 
legacy we can leave our coming generations.        

 

Team USA 
By Valerie Conner 

Coaches of team sports are fond of saying, ñThereôs no ñIò in 
óteam.ôò  Thatôs because they know that to be truly their best, 
a team must work as a unit with each 
player playing to his or her strengths.  
A pitcher may be adept at throwing 
accurately for 60ô 6ò but canôt reach 
the cut-off infielder from deep center 
field.  Likewise, the catcher may be 
able to call a smart game but not able 
to out run a close play at first.  So the 
coach assigns the players to positions that allow them to 
make their best contribution to the teamôs (and by extension 
their individual) success. 

Society is like that.  Each citizen needs to be in a position to 
make the best individual con-
tribution to the nationôs suc-
cess.  Society canôt expect to 
be truly successful if it allows 
those with the greatest mone-
tary success, for example, to 
shirk their opportunity to 
make the maximum contribu-
tion while at the same time 
stymying those with other 
achievements by overburden-

ing their monetary contributions.  In other words, taxation 
needs to be fair. 

The argument comes in defining what is fair.  Steve Forbes 
and his ilk promote a flat tax ostensibly because it is simple 
and fair.  First, Forbes has accountants do 
his taxes, so simple is not a problem for 
him.  Second, his paying say 15% of a 
multimillion dollar income plus perks 
such as health insurance, pensions, and 
sick leave leaves much more to play with, 
save, and in general hoard, while 15% of 
what someone who earns only a meagre 
minimum wage with no benefits leaves 
not enough to pay for basic living essen-
tials of rent, food, clothing, healthcare, 
and emergencies. 

Consumption taxes weigh over-heavily on those with lower 
and middle incomes, because they tend to use all or most of 
their income to survive.  The rich, on the other hand, have 

much more left over after basic 
living expenses and consume much 
more at their discretion, not out of 
necessity.  A better way of defin-
ing tax fairness is the progressive 
income tax, which taxes higher 
incomes more aggressively than 
lower incomes.  That way people 
who have more money, who have 

(Continued on page 5) 

The Price of Peace 
By Barb Anderson 

Many think that military strength is the most important 
strength we have.  Yet using the military as a war machine 
does not bring us peace.  In America today the thought is the 
armed forces and the materiel used is what is important 
above all other things.  Dwight D. Eisenhower said, ñEvery 
gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired 
signifies in the final sense a theft from those who hunger and 
are not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed.ò 

In 2012 there was an 
accounting of the 
percentages of taxes 
that went to govern-
ment programs.  One 
percent went to each 
of the following:  
Transportation, Envi-
ronment, Interior, 
Treasury, Labor, 
Energy, NASA, Ag-
riculture, and Justice.  
Three percent went 

to Housing and Urban Development; three and a half percent 
went to the Department of Homeland Security; four percent 
went to sundry other programs; five percent to the states, six 
percent went to Education; seven percent went to Health and 
Human services.  Then a whopping 60% went to the military 
and its programs.  In one minute in 2012 the military spend-
ing was $2.1 million.  There were 527,040 minutes in 2012.  
We only had limited deployments in war zones; most of our 
military budget involved preparation only. 

Still, every cut talked about today by the Republicans is to 
those programs that received the least amount of our taxes 
and affect the most people most directly.  We do need to 
protect our 
shores and use 
what we have 
in the best pos-
sible way.  That 
does not mean 
spending our 
money to con-
quer the rest of 
the world.  We get more out of helping others than fighting 
with them.  When we figure out our personal tax liability at 
tax time, we often feel or believe that we are spending our 
money on people or things that do not deserve it.  There is a 
zeroing in on those things that get very little of our money.  I 
believe it is past time to really look at how that military mon-
ey is spent, where it is spent, and whether most of it is really 
necessary.   

Why are we so afraid of any group that we donôt understand?  
I would not disagree with those who say we need to be aware 

and knowledgeable about the world and 
where we need to stand.  That does not 
mean that we are not also responsible for 
educating ourselves and our country about 
other groups, countries, religions, and other 
beliefs.  Isnôt that what America is supposed 
to be?  Go back to the message on the Statue 
of Liberty.  It is time to rethink our beliefs 
about the world and our way of reacting to 
it.  Many will say, ñBut that was 2012.  

Things have changed.ò  What things?  This country is still 


